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City of Salisbury Receives Letter of No Further Action for 329 S. Main Street 
Downtown Site Can Now Be Considered for Central School Office 

 	  
Salisbury_North Carolina_November 4 – Today, the North Carolina Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (NCDENR) regional office in Mooresville, issued a letter of No Further Action (NOFA) 

for 329 S. Main Street, the downtown central office site. The letter is attached to this release. 	  

	  

The following is a statement by City Manager Doug Paris regarding this development:	  

	  

"Letter of No Further Action. Private funding. Shovel ready and funded architectural design. Great 

location. 160 space parking lot. Private foundation funding $500,000 in furnishings. $1.25M in annual 

retail impact for our small businesses in a growing downtown. A safe workplace for school employees. 

Overwhelming public hearing support. Civic and business leader support. Rowan County Chamber of 

Commerce endorsement. Rowan County School Board approval. What's not to like? We are excited to 

have received the letter that Rowan County required, and are even more excited that the County 

Commission can now approve this site."	  

 	  

Last month a prominent Salisbury family offered to build the downtown central school office with private 

funding.  As a result, neither Rowan County or the City of Salisbury would have to take on debt for the 

building. In response to the family’s offer, Vice Chairman Craig Pierce, of the Rowan County Board of 

Commissioners, stated that a majority of his fellow Commissioners would not approve the proposed 

location at 329 S. Main Street as a site for the central school office because it lacked a NOFA letter from 

NCDENR. 
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The Rowan County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously on Vice Chairman Pierce’s motion to 

reinstate funding for the project, with the exception of the 329 S. Main Street site, which, at the time 

lacked a NOFA letter from NCDENR.  	  

 	  

The Rowan County Board of Commissioners does not have the statutory authority to pick the location of 

the central school office. The statutory authority to pick the location rests solely with the Rowan-Salisbury 

School System Board of Education. A legislative attempt by the Rowan County Board of Commissioners 

to take that authority away from the Board of Education failed in the General Assembly. The Rowan 

County Board of Commissioners has no legal or statutory authority to exclude the downtown location. 

 

The City of Salisbury is an equal opportunity employer with over 180 different job classifications and 
more than 400 full time positions. For more information regarding the City of Salisbury and its services 
and departments, please visit us on the web at www.salisburync.gov. To receive updates regarding local 
initiatives, meetings, programs and events, please follow us on Twitter at www.salisburync.gov/twitter. 
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